PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS COMMITTEE
210 Welcome Ave. Norwood, PA 19074

8 February 2001

Randy C. Miller
607 Woodland Dr.
Manheim, PA 17545-9553

Dear Randy,

Thank you for submitting documentation for the Swainson's Hawk at Gov. Dick Tower on 14
September 1997, the Mew (Common) Gull at Memorial Lake State Park in January 1998, and
the Thayer's Gulls at Memorial Lake in December 1997. After careful review, the committee
regrets that it cannot accept these records.

On the hawk, a majority of members felt that the bird was most probably a Swainson's, but
several believed that the description was not sufficient to rule out melanistic individuals of other
Buteo species.

On the Common Gull, one member voted to approve it, but the other six were reluctant though
they thought the bird was likely a Common. Among the latter group's doubts were concerns
about the "white spots” on the outer primaries and a "blackish...carpal bar," neither of which
would be expected on a first-basic Common Gull.

On the Thayer's, one member voted for acceptance, but the majority who declined listed several
troubling features of the description: the pinkish-based black bill (first-winter Thayer's should
have an entlrely black bill at least through December); no mention of the bird's size relative to
other species, and no description of the tertials (fairly solid in Thayer's; mottled in Iceland).
These latter members felt that more detail would have been necessary to rule out a dark Iceland
or an intergrade Thayer's x Iceland conclusively.

The committee emphasizes that non-acceptance does not mean that the bird was not the species
reported, but rather that the committee believes the documentation submitted does not support
the identification with certainty. We hope that this will not discourage you from submitting
documentation on any rarities you may find in the future.

Finally, the committee apologizes for the unacceptably long delay before all members were able
to vote on the record. Circumstances beyond our control caused the problem, and we belleve
that we are back on a timely track.
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Record No.: 186-01-1997

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round One

Species: Swainson’s Hawk (Buteo swainsoni)

Date of Sighting: 14 September 1997 to 14 September 1997
Location: GOVERNOR DICK TOWER

County: LEBANON

Observer(s): Randy Miller

Date of Submission: 1997
Submitted by: Randy Miller
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